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Introduction: 
Iran is a vast and beautiful country with various climates. She has lots of historical, cultural, 
and natural tourist attractions as well as sight-seeing. The following information is only a small 
part of about this country which includes selected: 

• Major cities 
• Tourist attractions 
• Museums of Tehran, and 
• pictures 

 
 

Isfahan Province 
Capital: Isfahan 
Area: 104,650 Km2 
 

This vast province is the geographical centre of Iran, 
stretching from the Dash-e Kavir desert in the north -east to 
within 150km of the Persian Gulf in the south-west, and is 
crisscrossed with many of the most important ancient and 
modern trade routes in Iran. Though mostly arid, several high 
mountains, such as Mt Karkas (3899m) and rivers such as the 
mightily Zayandeh Roud, dominate the landscape. The 
province has many attractions, and is also renowned for is fruit, particularly quinces and 
apples. 

Isfahan 

The cool blue tiles of Isfahan's Islamic buildings, and the city's majestic bridges, contrast 
perfectly with the hot, dry Iranian countryside around it: Isfahan is a sight you won't forget. It's 
a city for walking getting lost in the bazaar, dozing in beautiful gardens, and meeting people 
(population: approximately 1.3 million). The famous half-rhyme Isfahan Nesf-e-Jahan (Isfahan 
is half the world) was coined in the 16th century to express the city's grandeur. 

Imam Khomeini Square 

Still sometimes known as Naghsh-e-Jahan 
Square, this huge, open square is one of the 
largest in the world (500m by 160m), and a 
majestic example of town planning Built in 1612, 
many of the most interesting sights in Isfahan 
are clustered around the square, and it's a place 
you just keep coming back to again and again. 
The original goal posts from Shah Abbas polo 
grounds are still in place at the far ends of the 
square. One charming but certainly touristy thing 
to do is to take a ride on a horse and buggy 
around the square.  

Mosques 
If there is one mosque you should see in Iran, the Masjed-e-Imam is it. Every other building 
in Isfahan pales into insignificance. 



Masjed-e Sheikh Lotfollah 

This small mosque was built during Shah Abbas time, and 
dedicated to his father-in-law, Sheikh Lotfollah, a holy 
preacher. This beautifully proportioned and decorated the 
century mosque, with some of the best mosaics from that 
era, took nearly 20 years to complete. The pale tiles of the 
dome change color, from cream through to pink, depending 
on the light conditions and the mosque is unusual because it 
has no minaret or courtyard. 
The figure painted in the middle of the floor under the dome 
is a peacock at certain times of the day. The sunlight 
enhances the peacock's tail. The mosque was once called 
the Women's Mosque, because there is apparently a tunnel 
between this mosque and the Ali Qapu palace, allowing 
women from the old dynasties to attend prayers without 
being seen in public. However after the majesty of the Imam 
mosque not far away, many may find this mosque a disappoint intent. 

 

Masjed-e Jame 

This mosque is a museum of Islamic architecture: it displays styles from the 11th century to 
the 18th Century, from the 11th century to the 18th century, from the stylish simplicity of the 
Seljuq period (1051-1220), through the Mongol period (1220-1380) and on to the more 
baroque, Safavid period. Parts of the mosque have even been dated back to the Buyid 
dynasty which ruled part of Persia for a few years in the 10th century. 

Msjed-e-Imam 
Previously known as the Masjed-e-Shah, this magnificent mosque is one of the most stunning 
buildings in Iran. It's completely covered, inside and out, with the pale blue tiles that have 
become an Isfahan trademark the main dome (54m high) is double layered, and though the 
entrance flanked with it's twin minarets (both 42m high), faces squarely out onto the square, 
the mosque itself is at an angle to face toward Mecca. It was built over a period of 26 years by 
an increasingly impatient 1st Shah Abbas, and eventually completed in 1638. The tiles of the 
mosque take on a different hue according to the light conditions, and every hour brings a new 
face to this wonder of the Islamic world. The magnificent entrance portal, some 30m tall, is a 
supreme example of architectural styles from the Safavid dynasty, combining sumptuous tile 
work and calligraphy, complex stalactite moldings and a consummate use of color and scale, 
setting the scene for the interior and darlings the visitor who passes through its doorway 
which is tiny in comparison to the portal. 

Going through a short corridor, you then enter a halfway leading into the inner courtyard 
which is surrounded by four Eivans (halls). Three lead into vaulted sanctuary, look out for a 
few black paving stones underneath the dome, which when stamped upon create seven clear 
echoes. 

Palaces  

Ali Qapu Palace 

This six storey palace was built in the 18th century on a 
square plan as a functioning seat of government, and included 
a huge pavilion from where Safavid rulers could watch the 
activities in the square below. Many of the valuable murals 
and mosaics which once decorated the many small rooms, 
corridors and stairways have been destroyed, partly in the 
Ghajar period (1779-1921). 

Chehel Sotun Museum & Park 



This marvelous pavilion was built as a reception hall by 1st 
Shah Abbas in the 17th century. The name means "The Forty 
Columns", and though there are only 20 columns, a reflecting 
pool is provided to see the other 20. A more mundane 
explanation is that 40 was once used synonymously with' 
many' in the ancient Persian language, and still is in some 
quarters. Six friezes were painted on the inside walls, 
depicting such scenes as the battle between Shah Abbas and 
the Uzbeks, and Shah Tahmasb entertaining a king from 
Turkmenistan. One of the interior domes is in a fairly good 
state of repair, but the other two have only a few traces of 
gold and other colors. The 67,000 sq meter gardens, with its 
large pool (110m by 16m), are also superb, and worth a 
wander around. 

Hasht Behesht Palace 

This small Safavid garden palace, called Hasht Behasht (Eight Paradises), was built in the 
11th century. 

 

Bridges 

One of your lasting impressions of Isfahan will undoubtedly be the old bridges which cross the 
Zayandeh Roud river. 

Si-o-Se Pol (33 Bridge) 

Four of 33 Arches links the upper and lower 
halves of Chahar Bagh St. This attractive bridge is 
300m long and It was built in 1602. 

Pol-e Khaju (Khaju Bridge) 

Built by Shah Abbas I from about 1650. It doubles 
as a dam, and has always been as much a 
meeting place as a functioning bearer of traffic. It 
has two levels of terraces overlooking the river, the lower contain locks regulating the flow of 
the river. 

Shabrestan Bridge 

Also known as the Jey Bridge, this is the oldest of the bridges 
spanning the river. 

Jolfa 

Is the Armenian quarter of Isfahan. It dates from the time of 
Shah Abbas I, who set up this colony of Christians from the 
town of Jolfa (now on Iran's northern border), and named the 
village 'New Jolfa". The skills of these industrious merchants 
and enterers were coveted, but the Armenians were kept in one 
area and away from the Islamic centers. As Isfahan expanded, 
Jolfa became another suburb, but the inhabitants have always 
been predominantly Christian. 

Vank Cathedral 



Built between 1655 and 1664 with the encouragement of the Safavid rulers, this is the historic 
focal point of the Armenian Church in Iran. 

Shaking Minarets 

In Kaladyn, about 7km west of the city centre, is the tomb of Abu Abdollah. The tomb is 
normally known as Menar Jomban (shaking Minarets) because, in theory if you shake one 
minaret it will start to sway back and forth; and so will its twin. 
Although by no means unique in this respect, the Shaking Minarets are probably the most 
famous of their kind. The minarets probably date from the Safavid period, though the tome 
underneath was built in the 14th century. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
Hamadan Province 
Capital: Hamadan  
Area: 19,445 km2 
 
History 
A fertile province in the middle of western Iran, Hamadan is cold 
from September to May, with a lot of snow in the higher regions. 
Hamadan province is multicultural, populated with more Kurds, 
Lors and Turks than Persians. According to one legend, 
Hamadan was founded by the mythical King Jamshid. The High 
Lights: 

Ancient city of Hekmataneh 

City has been inhabited since at least the 2nd millennium BC. 
Under Cyrus the Great, it became the Median capital in the 6th 
century BC, when the city was known as Ecbatana or 
Hegmatane ('meeting place'). When it reached the height of its 
glory as the summer capital of the Aebtiemenian Empire (559-
330 BC), Hamadan-was described as one of the most opulent 
cities, with splendid palaces, building: plated with precious 
metals and seven layers of town walls, the inner two of which 
were coated in gold and silver. 

These glorious riches naturally attracted hordes of invading armies. Hamadan faded in 
importance after the Arab Conquest in the mid-7th century but became the regional capital 
under the Seljuqs for some 60 years in the late 12th century he city was devastated by the 
Mongols in 1220 and again by Teimur in 1386 but soon returned to relative prosperity and 
remained so until the 18th century. Hamadan then fell into a serious decline and suffered from 
an invasion by the Turks, from which the city did not recover until the mid 19th century. 

Bu Ali Sina (Avicenna) 

The great Bu Ali Sina was born in the village of Khormassin in 980,and revered during his 
lifetime as a philosopher and physician. He is more commonly known in the west as 
Avicenna, the name under which his widely respected medical encyclopedia was published in 
Europe. He died in Hamadan in 1037. 

Ester's Tomb 



The most important Jewish pilgrimage site in Iran, this is believed to contain the bodies of 
Esther, the Jewish wife of Xerxes I, who is credited with organizing the first Jewish emigration 
to Persist in the 5th century, and her uncle Mordecai. 

Hekmatane Hill 

Some ruins of the ancient city can be seen around this extensive plot of land. Some small 
items found here, and elsewhere in Hamadan, have been put on display in the museum in the 
centre of the site, but most are in the National Museum of Iran in Tehran. Currently 
undergoing extensive excavations and renovations, the complex is Alisadr Caves. 

Alisadr Caves 
Caves discovered only 40 years ago by a local shepherd looking for a lost goat, are up to 
40m high, and contain several huge lakes with clear water up to 8m deep. Nothing lives in the 
water - surprisingly bats don't even find it worth hanging around here and there is no signs of 
any inhabitants from past centuries. These caves are the longest watery caves of the world. 
 
Eastern Azerbaijan Province 
Capital: Tabriz 
Area: 49,287 km2 
 

Tabriz 
Tabriz has had spell as the Persian capital, and was until 
quite recently the second city of Iran. 

History:  
Although the early history of: Tabriz is shrouded in legend 
and mystery, the town's origins are believed to date back to 
distant antiquity, perhaps even before the Sassanian period 
(224-637). 

Tabriz was the capital of Azerbaijan in the 3rd century AD and again under the Mongol 
dynasty (1220-1380), though for some time Maragheh supplanted it. In 1392, after the end of 
the Mongol rule, the town was sacked by Teimur. It was soon restored under the Turkmen 
tribe of the Ghara Ghoyunlu, who established a short-lived local dynasty. Under the Safavids 
(1502-1722) it rose from regional to national capital for a short period, but the second of the 
Safavid kings. Shah Tahmasb, moved the capital to Qazvin because of the vulnerability of 
Tabriz to Ottoman attacks. The town then went into a period of decline, and was fought over 
by Persians, Ottomans and Russian and strike by earthquake 
and disease. 

Museum Of Azerbaijan 

This museum contains a mildly interesting ethnological display, 
including much about the Azeri's archaeological items taken 
from regional excavations, such as Hasanlu and some boring 
stuff about modem Iranian history. 

Churches 
From the earliest days of Christianity there has been a 
sizeable Armenian community in Tabriz, and the city boasts a 
number of churches, including one mentioned by Marco Polo 
on his travels. Probably the most interesting is the old but 
substantially rebuilt Kelisa-ye Maryam-e Moghaddas (Church 
of Saint Mary) near the bazaar. Three other churches, such is 
the Kelisa-ye Sarkis-e Moghadas (Cathedral) are close to each other, these southern part of 
town.  

Tabriz was the residence of tite crowil prince during the early Ghajar dynasty (1779-1921), but 
the town did not return to Prosperity until the second half of the 19th century. In 1908, it was 
the centre of a revolt against Mohammad Ali Shah, which was only put down with the brutal 



intervention of the Russians. The city was occupied by Russians several times in the first half 
of this century, including most of both world wars. 
Their main legacy was the train line to the Azerbaijani border (not currently used as a 
passenger service). 

Citadel of Tabriz 

This huge and crumbling brick citadel was built in the early 14th century, on the site of a 
massive mosque, which collapsed more than 500 years ago. In earlier times criminals were 
hurled from the peak of the citadel into a ditch below, but, according to local legend, one 
woman was saved from death by the parachute-like effect of her chador. While this 
remarkable building serves as an ideal landmark, it is permanently fenced off while restoration 
continues. 

 
 
 

 

Fars Province 
Capital: Shiraz 
Area: 126,486 km2 
 

History:  
Fars excellent far beyond its present boundaries and covers 
much of the southern region of Iran. This is where the 
Persians or Parses first settled, and where the great empires 
of the Achaemenians (559-330 BC) and Sassanians (224-637 
AD) were centered. Persepolis, once the greatest city of the 
region is the principal diffraction today. 

Shiraz 
Shiraz the provincial center was one of the most important cities in the medieval. Islamic 
world and was the Iranian capital during the Zand dynasty (1747-79), when many of its most 
beautiful building were built or restored. Through its many artists and scholars, Shiraz has 
been synonymous with learning, nightingales, poetry, roses and, at one time, wine it's now an 
important university town with lots of students eager to speak English, and the medical faculty 
is the most prestigious in Iran. In many ways Shiraz continues to justify its former epithet of 
Dar-ol-Elm (House of Learning) the two most famous Persian poets (Hafez and Sa'di) were 
also born in Shiraz, and both are honored with mausoleums. Shiraz (population: 
approximately 1.1 million) lies at an altitude of 1491 m, in a fertile valley once famed for its 
vineyards. 

History:  
There was a settlement at Shiraz at least as early as the Achaemenian period, and it was 
already an important regional centre under the Sassanians. However, it did not become the 
provincial capital until about 693, following the Arab conquest of Estakhr, the last Sassanian 
capital (8km north-east of Persepolis, but now completely destroyed), in 684. As Estakhr fell 
into decline, Shiraz grew in size and importance first under Arab rule (637-1050) and then 
under a succession of local dynasties, so by the time Estakhr was eventually sacked in 1044, 
Shiraz was said to be the rival of Baghdad. Tomb of Hafez, 14th century Firuzabad palace 
Eram Garden Famous for its cypress trees, the delightful and extensive Garden of Paradise is 
the place where any "budding" botanist should head. Afif Abad Garden: these pretty gardens 
once belonged to the Shah contain the Afif Abad Palace. Built 1863, and influenced by the 
Ghajar style of architecture, the lower floor of the palace is now a military museum. 

Mosques & Mausoleums: 

Masjed-e Vakil 



The Regent's Mosque, built in 1773 by Karim Khan at one of the entrances to his bazaar. The 
mosque has tow vast Eivans (Open rectangular halls) to the north and South, a magnificent 
inner courtyard surrounded by beautifully tiled alcoves and porches, a vaulted mehrab (a 
niche facing Mecca) with 48 impressive columns and a remarkable 14 step marble membar 
(pulpit). Although the structure of the mosque dates from 1773, most of the tiling, with its 
predominantly floral motifs, was added in the early Ghajar era. Shah-e' Cheraghs mausoleum 
the famous tomb of the King of the lamp houses the remains of Ahmad-ibn-Mousa (brother of 
Emam Reza of Mashhad fame) who died, or was killed, in ShTrra7 n 835. A mausoleum was 
first erected over the grave in the mid-14th century4 and it's been an important Shi'ite place of 
pilgrimage ever since. 

Masjed-e Jame'-ye Atigh 

This ancient mosque, first built in 894, is in an alley southeast of the Shah-e' Cheragh 
mausoleum. Virtually all the original structure has disappeared, as a result of various 
earthquakes, and most of the building dates from the Safavid period (1502-1722) onwards. It 
is mainly of interest for the very unusual turreted rectangular building in the centre of the 
courtyard. Known as the Khodakhune (House of God), it was built in the middle 4th century as 
a repository for valuable Qurans and is believed to be modeled on the Kaaba at Mecca. 
Although most of it was very skillfully rebuilt in the early 20th century, the House of God still 
bears an original and unique inscription in raised stone characters on a tiled background. 

Tomb of Hafez 
The tomb of the celebrated poet Hafez the garden with its two 
pools is very pleasant and restful, especially in the warmer 
months when the flowers are in full bloom. He marble 
t9mhstone, engraved with a long verse from the poet's works, 
was placed here, inside a small shrine, by Karim Khan in 
1773. In 1935, an octagonal pavilion was put up over it, 
supported by eight stone columns, beneath a tiled dome. 
Karim Khan also built an Eivan close to the shrine, which was 
enlarged at the same time as the pavilion was erected at the 
Aramgah-e Sa'di. The garden at the Tomb of Sa'di is tranquil 
with a natural spring in a valley at the foot of a hill. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



PERSEPOLIS 

"Ancient Capital of the Achaemenian Kings" 

Persepolis was one of the ancient capitals of Persia, established by Darius I in the late 
6th century BC. Its ruins lie 56km (35 miles) north-east of the city of Shiraz, the 
mountainous region of south-western Iran, where the dry climate has helped to 
preserve much of the architecture. Darius transferred the capital of the Achaemenian 
dynasty to Persepolis from Pasargadae, where Cyrus the Great, founder of the Persian 
Empire, had ruled. Construction of Persepolis began between 518 and 516 BC and 
continued under Darius's successors Xerxes I and Artaxerxes I in the 5th century BC. 
Known as Parsa by the ancient Persians, it is known today in Iran as Takht-e Jamshid 
("Throne of Jamshid") after a legendary king. The Greeks called it Persepolis. 

At its height the Persian Empire stretched from Greece and Libya in the west to the 
Indus River in present-day Pakistan in the east. The many nations under the empire's 
rule enjoyed considerable autonomy in return for supplying the empire's wealth. Each 
year, at Noe-Rooz (the national festival of the vernal equinox) representatives from 
these nations brought tribute to the king. The Persian kings used Persepolis primarily 
as a residence and for ceremonies such as the New Year's celebration. The actual 
business of government was carried out mainly at Susa and Ecbatana. 

Persepolis consists of the remains of several monumental buildings on a vast artificial 
stone terrace about 450 by 300 m (1,480 by 1,000 ft). A double staircase, wide and 
shallow enough for horses to climb, led from the plains below to the top of the terrace. 
At the head of the staircase, visitors passed through the Gate of Xerxes, a gatehouse 
guarded by enormous carved stone bulls. 

Behind Persepolis are three sepulchres hewn out of the mountainside; the facades, of 
which one is incomplete, are richly ornamented with reliefs. About 8 miles (13 km) 
north by north-east, on the opposite side of the Pulvar River, rises a perpendicular 
wall of rock in which four similar tombs are cut at a considerable height from the 
bottom of the valley. This place is called Naqsh-e Rostam (the Picture of Rostam), 
from the Sassanian carvings below the tombs, which were thought to represent the 
mythical hero Rostam. That the occupants of these seven tombs were Achaemenian 
kings might be inferred from the sculptures, and one of those at Naqsh-e Rostam is 
expressly declared in its inscriptions to be the tomb of Darius I, son of Hystaspes, 
whose grave, according to the Greek historian Ctesias, was in a cliff face that could be 
reached only by means of an apparatus of ropes. The three other tombs at Naqsh-e 
Rostam, besides that of Darius I, are probably those of Xerxes I, Artaxerxes I, and 
Darius II. The two completed graves behind Persepolis probably belong to Artaxerxes 
II and Artaxerxes III. The unfinished one might be that of Arses, who reigned at the 
longest two years, but is more likely that of Darius III, last of the Achaemenian line, 
who was overthrown by Alexander. 

The largest building at Persepolis, the Apadana (audience hall), stood to the right of 
the gatehouse. Archaeologists estimate that it could accommodate 10,000 people. 
Massive stone columns supported the Apadana's roof; 36 were interior columns and 
another 36 supported verandas on three sides of the building. Thirteen of these 72 
columns remain standing today. 

Remnants of the Apadana, Persepolis Stone doorways and 13 of the 72 massive stone 
columns that originally supported the Apadana, or audience hall, at Persepolis are still 



standing today. Each column was 20m (66ft) tall and was topped by an elaborate 
capital. The double-headed animals at the top of the capitals once supported wooden 
roof beams. 

Monumental staircases decorated with elaborate sculpture in relief led to the Apadana, 
which stood on an elevated platform. The relief sculpture depicts the ceremonial 
procession that took place when representatives from the conquered nations brought 
gifts to the king. The procession is led by Persians and Medes, the peoples whom 
Cyrus the Great united to found the Persian Empire. After them come delegates 
bearing gifts: The Elamites bring lions, the Babylonians a Brahma bull, the Lydians 
bolts of cloth, and so forth. Because the east staircase lay buried beneath ashes and 
rubble for centuries, its delicately carved relief sculptures remain in excellent 
condition today. 

Next to the Apadana was the Throne Hall, the second largest building at Persepolis, 
where the king received nobles, dignitaries, and envoys bearing tribute. An enormous 
throne room, 70 by 70m (230 by 230ft), occupied the central portion of the Throne 
Hall. It is also known as the 'Hall of a Hundred Columns' after the 100 columns that 
supported its roof. These columns were made of wood, and only their stone bases 
survive today. Eight stone doorways led into the throne room. Carvings on the sides 
of the doorway depict the king on his throne and the king in combat with demons. The 
Throne Room was begun by Xerxes and completed by Artaxerxes I. 

The Treasury stood next to the Throne Hall. This enormous building served as an 
armoury and a storehouse for the tribute brought to the king on New Year's from the 
subject nations. It also held booty taken from the nations conquered by the Persian 
Empire. 

Beyond the Apadana lay the Palaces of Darius and Xerxes. The Palace of Darius, the 
Tachara was reached by stone stairways decorated with carvings of servants carrying 
animals and food for serving at the king's table. Carved reliefs also decorated the 
stone jambs of doorways. The subjects depicted on these jambs include the king 
fighting lions, servants bringing towels and ointments to the king, and attendants 
shielding the king with umbrellas and flywhisks. A number of the stone doorways are 
still standing. The Palace of Xerxes, The Hadish, was nearly twice the size of the 
Palace of Darius and had similar carved reliefs on stairways and doorframes. Living 
quarters for the king and separate quarters for the women and the servants stood next 
to the palaces. 

Persepolis was destroyed slightly less than two centuries after it was begun. 
Alexander of Macedonia plundered Persepolis and then set fire to it in 330 BC. 
According to Greek biographer Plutarch, he needed 20,000 mules and 5,000 camels to 
carry away the treasure looted from Persepolis. In 316 BC Persepolis was still the 
capital of Persis as a province of the Macedonian empire. The city gradually declined 
in the Seleucid period and after, its ruins attesting its ancient glory. In the 3rd century 
AD the nearby city of Istakhr became the centre of the Sassanian empire. The site is 
marked by a large terrace with its east side leaning on the Kuh-e Rahmat (Mount of 
Mercy). Persepolis was eventually abandoned, and it lay buried beneath ashes and 
rubble until its rediscovery in 1620. Although many people visited Persepolis in the 
next centuries, excavation of the ruins did not begin until 1931, under the direction of 
the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. The outbreak of World War II in 
1939 halted this work. The Iranian Archaeological Service continued the excavation 
and restoration of Persepolis after the war. 



A Pictorial Tour of Persepolis 

 

A view over the ruins of Persepolis from the 
tomb of Artaxerxes II, which is carved into the 
rock of the mountain known as Kuh-e 
Rahmat. 

Steps lead to the eastern portico of the 
Apadana of Persepolis. On the right is the 
frieze of the 'Immortals', the imperial guard in 
three ranks, depicted one above the other. 

 

 

The Eastern aspect of the 'Gate of All 
Nations'. 
Erected by Xerxes I at the beginning of the 5th 
century, these gateways are guarded by pairs 
of massive winged bulls with human faces. 

General view of the 'Hall of a Hundred 
Columns'. 
This hall was used for the reception of the 
Subject Nations and collection of their tribute. 

 



 

A Doorway to the Hall of a Hundred 
Columns. 
The hall consisted of a porch, doorways, a 
courtyard and its great hall (70m by 70m) with 
100 columns, each of which was 12m high. 

Southern view of the 'Tachara', with the 
Apadana on the far right. The Tachara, Tazar, 
or Winter Palace of Darius is the only 
building, which is oriented to the south. 

 

 

Tribute bearers, Tachara, western staircase. 

Detail from western staircase, Tachara. 
At Persepolis, the lion and the bull always 
stand at the side of the tribute processions, the 
picture of the annual festival of Noe-Rooz, the 
spring equinox. The lion is a symbol for the 
"sun" and "strength", and the bull is a symbol 
for the "earth" and "affluence". This image 
represents the return of the sun to the earth, at 
the time of Noe-Rooz. 

 



 

The 'Hadish', palace of Xerxes, seen from the 
North. 
This palace occupied the highest level of the 
terrace. It stood on living rock at the edge of a 
deep step and benefitted from a glorious view 
of the lanscape to the south. 

Detail from the western stairway, the Hadish. 
The god Ahura Mazda depicted as a human 
figure arising from the winged sun-disc, was 
regularly carved over the figures of the kings, 
symbolising divine protection. 

 

 

Naqsh-e Rostam was the spectacular site, 
which overlooked the city of Istakhr. It was 
chosen by Darius and his three immediate 
successors for their rock-tombs. Subsequently 
the Sassanians added their own bas-reliefs. 
There is evidence of much earlier Elamite 
carvings, showing the site was used before 
Darius. There are also twin fire altars, and a 
square stone building, known as the cube of 
Zoroaster. 

 
Kashan Province 

Renowned over the centuries for its ceramic tiles, potter) 
textiles, carpets and silk, Kashan is an attractive oasis town and 
also the birthplace of the famous poet Sohrab Sepehri. Kashan 
is also of interest for its connections with Shah Abbas it was 
favorite town of his, and he beautified it and asked to be buried 
here. There are a surprising number of things to see in and 
around Kashan, so it's an ideal place to stop for a day or two. 

History 

Recent excavations date the original inhabitants of the area to 
the Achaemenian period (559-330BC), while some buildings 



have been dated as early as the Sassanian period (224-637 AD) Kashan was all but 
destroyed during the Arab invasion (637), and by various earthquakes, though, thankful a few 
ancient relics and building survived. 

Kashan once again prospered during the Seljuq dynasty (1051-
1220), and became famous for its textiles and pottery. The 
rampaging Mongols came next, and Kashan was devastated 
again. It regained some former glory during the Safavid dynasty 
(1502-1722), some rulers and kings preferring to live in Kashan 
than the capital, Isfahan. 

These days, Kashan is overshadowed by Isfahan, but it retains 
some real charm and history. 

Fin Garden (17th century) 

This famous and very beautiful garden, with its pools and 
orchards is a highlight of Kashan. Designed for Shah Abbas 1st, 
this classical Persian vision of paradise has always been prized 
for its natural springs and still curtains the remains of his two 
storey place. The garden has other Safavid royal buildings, 
though domes have been substantially rebuilt, and others were 
added in the Ghajar period. The palace is also infamous as the sight of the murder in 1852 of 
the revered Mirza Taghi Khan, commonly known as Amir Kabir. 

Borujerdies House (Khan-e Borujerdiha) 

Originally built as a private residence in the early 19th century, this museum contains 
charming wall pain tings and a lovely courtyard. The house is 
most famous for its odd, complicated series of wind tunnels 
which manage to capture the occasional breath of wind. 

Sialk Hill 

This is probably the richest archaeological site so far uncovered 
in central Iran, though the most interesting finds have beet 
moved to various institutes and museums, including the 
National museum of Iran in Tehran, and the Louver in Paris. A 
large number and variety of pottery and domestic implements, 
made from stone, clay and bone from as early as the 4th 
millennium BC, have been discovered at the site. 

Abyaneh 
One of the more fascinating villages in the country has to be 
Abyaneh. Most of what remained intact from the ravages of time 
and invading armies dates to the Safavid period (1502-1722), 
and most of the inhabitants were Zoroastrians, but later 
converted to Islam. Serenely situated at the foot of Mt Karkas 
(3899m), Abyaneh is cool in summer, and frightfully cold for the 
rest of the year. The location of Abyaneh is fascinating in itself 
the village faces the east for maximum sun and was built high to minimize the effects of floods 
and howling gales in winter and the houses were built in a huddle to increase their security 
against frequent raids by marauders. This beautiful village is recognized for its antiquity and 
uniqueness by. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Kerman Province 

Capital: Kerman 
Area: 186,422 km2 
 

The province of Kerman is the third largest in Iran. Its north-
east takes in much of the Dasht-e-Lut desert, and most of 
the province is largely steppe or sandy desert, though there 
are some oases where dates, citrus fruits, pistachios and 
cereals are cultivated. 

In view of its barren nature, the province is very dependent 
on Ghanats (underground water channels), built many 
centuries ago but still used today. The climate is surprisingly 
varied in summer - hot and sometimes humid in the south, 
while considerably milder in the north. 

For many centuries the livelihood of Kerman depended on its place on the Asian trade routes, 
but from about the beginning of the Safavid dynasty (1502-1722) it has relied more on the 
production of carpets. The barren nature of the surrounding terrain has never presented much 
scope for agriculture, and today the main activity of the town continues to be the manufacture 
of carpets and other handicrafts. It has a Zoroastrian minority, though much smaller than that 
in Yazd. 

History  
Kerman has a long and turbulent history, and it has only for short spells enjoyed peace and 
prosperity at the same time. Believed to have been founded in the early 3rd century AD by 
Ardashir I, founder of the Sassanian dynasty, it was from the 7th century ruled in turn by the 
Arabs, Buyids, Seljuqs, Turkmen and Mongols, and then until the Ghajar dynasty (1779-1921) 
by a further succession of invaders and regional despots. Kerman obtained security under the 
central government in Tehran during the last century, but its relative remoteness has 
continued to deny it any great prosperity. The well-preserved and restored Friday Mosque, in 
the bazaar district, with its four lofty Eivans and shimmering blue tiles, was built in 
1349,though much of the present sutures dates from the Safavid dynasty (rater it's no 
problem for no Muslims to go inside, The back entrance leads directly into the bazaar. 

Ganjali Khan Bath Museum 

This fascinating, though slightly tacky museum contains a small 
collection of wax dummies showing the viewer what to do in a 
bath house, originally built in the 17th century as a bathhouse by 
the governor of Kerman, Ganjali Khan. 

Around Kerman: 

Mahan 
The small town of Mahan attracts visitors for its fine mausoleum, 
and beautiful palace and gardens. 

Shah Nematollah Vali's Shrine 

Dome over the tomb of Shah Ne'matollah Vali, a well-known Sufi 
dervish, dates from the early 15th century, but many of the other 
structures in the small-enclosed complex of religious buildings 
around it were built in the reign of Shah Abbas I or later the 
mausoleums renowned for its work, and the seven ancient 
wooden doors throughout the building. The doors were originally 
from India, but no one knows how they got to Mahan. 



 

Shazdeh Garden 

Also worth a visit are these charming gardens with a collection of pools leading to a large 
palace. (The palace was once the summer residence of a prince though nobody is really sure 
which prince.) 

Bam Citadel 
History The citadel and original city of Bam were probably 
founded in the Sassanian period (224-637) and some of the 
surviving structures must have been built before the 12th 
century, but the greater part of what remains dates from the 
Safavid period (1502-1722). Between 9000 and 13,000 
people once lived in this 6km2 ancient city until it was first 
abandoned following an invasion by the Afghans in 1722. 
Just when the inhabitants thought it was safe to return, the 
city was abandoned again in about 1810 when some 
particularly gruesome atrocities from invaders from around 
Shiraz persuaded the populace to leave permanently. From 
then until the 1930s, the remains of the ancient city were 
used as an army barracks, and it is now completely deserted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Tehran Province 

History 

Human settlement of the region dates from Neolithic 
times, but the development of Tehran, which started as a 
small village in the foothills of the Alborz Mountains, was 
very slow and its rise to prominence largely accidental. 

In 1197, after the Mongols sacked the nearby town of Rey 
(at that time the major urban center in central Persia), 
Tehran began to develop in its place as small, moderately 
prosperous trading center. 

In the nid-16th century, Tehran's attractive natural setting, many trees, clear rivers and 
good hunting brought it into the favor of the early Safavid king, Tahmasbi, under his 
patronage, gardens were built and heavily fortified walls were erected to protect the 
town and its steadily increasing population the later Safavid kings. 

As a result of the Ghajar threat to his throne, in 1758 Karim Khan Zand transferred 
his army here from his capital at Shiraz, with the intention of moving in on his enemy. 
At the same time he refortified Tehran and began the construction of a royal 
residence. 

Perhaps he had intended to move his capital here, but when his army killed the Ghajar 
chieftain, Muhammed Hassan Khan, and took his young son Agha Muhammed Khan 
hostage, Karim Khan abandoned the unfinished palace and returned to Shiraz. 

In 1789 Agha Muhammed Khan declared Tehran his capital and six years later he had 
himself crowned as shah of all Persia. He destroyed of Karim Khan and carried it 
back to Tehran in a final act of revenge. The town 
continued to grow slowly under later Ghajar rulers. 

From the early 1920s the city was extensively modernized 
on a grid system, and this period marked the start of the 
phenomenal population growth and uncontrolled urban 
development that continues to this day. 

In 1887, the population was 250,000.and by 1930 had only 
increased to half a million, with the cities rapid expansion 
only slowing during WWII. In1956 however the 
population was 1.8 million by 1976, it had risen to 4.5 
million and by the time of the 1986 census Tehran's 
population had soared to more then 8.7 million. 

Exact figures of the current population are unavailable and 
the government possibly underestimates the figure 
anyway, but it is probably more than 10 million. 

 

 



 

Golestan Palace 

This palace was constructed in the year 1268 AH under the order of Naser-e-din Shah. 
This palace is comprised of the entrance along with 
various pavilions, such as mirror, diamonds, ivory and 
crystal pavilions as well as Salam pavilion in which the 
famous ‘Takht-e-Tavoos’ or ‘the Peacock Throne’ that 
Nader Shah took as ransom from India in his conquest 
in 1739, is placed. 

This throne has seven jeweled stands with two steps. 
On its back there is a statue of a dragon. It has a 
delicate back seat which is ornamented by beautiful 
inscriptions. 

Azadi Monument 

Built in 1971 to commemorate the 2500th anniversary of the Persian Empire, is an 
inverted Y-shaped 45 m high monument. Upstairs, the Azadi Museum contains a 
small collection of art and archaeological finds. 

Mt Damavand 

The magnificent conical volcano of Mt Damavand 
(5671m) is the highest in the country. Shaped like Mt 
Fuji, the mountain is worth a closer look, even if you 
have no intention of climbing it. 

The mountain is actually just in Mazandaran province, 
but is more easily accessible from Tehran. 

Carpet Museum 

This beautifully architecture structure, with the carpet 
shaped facade is located North West of Laleh Park. 
The display area covers 3,400 sq. m. and consists of 
two halls exhibiting carpets and Kilims. 

It was inaugurated in 1977. Its library is enriched with 
3500 books. The collection of carpet museum 
comprises of samples of Iranian carpets from the 9th 
century AH up to this date. About 135 master pieces of 
Iranian carpets are displayed in the ground floor. The 
art of carpet weaving in Iran, considering the 2500 year 
old ‘Pazirik’ which was discovered in southern Siberia 
in the year 1949, dates back to pre-Achaemenian 
period. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Yazd Province 

Capital: Yazd 
Area: 72,342 Km2 
 

Yazd 

Wedged between the northern Dasht-e Kavir desert, and 
the southern Dasht-e Lut, Yazd boasts the best old-and 
inhabited-city in Iran. At an altitude of 1230m, Yazd can be 
quite cold in winter, but very hot in summer. 

Yazd was an important center for pre-Islamic Zoroastrianism, and there is still a substantial 
minority of Zoroastrians today. The city has always been a great weaving center, known for its 
silks and other fabrics even before Marco Polo passed through along one of the Silk Roads in 
the late 13th century. 

 

Old city 

According to UNESCO, Yazd is one of the oldest towns in 
the world - every visitor should spend a few hours getting 
completely lost in this living museum. Look out for the tall 
wind-towers (Badgirs) on rooftops, designed to catch even 
the lightest breeze and direct them to underground living 
rooms. In the hot summers they are very necessary, and 
healthier than modern air-conditioning. 

The building styles are simple, traditional and quite exotic 
compared with the uniformity of most of the other large 
towns of Iran. The town is the color of clay, from the sun-
dried bricks. The residential quarters appear almost 
deserted (but they aren't) because of the high walls, 
protecting the houses from the very narrow and liberty Kuchehs (alleys) crisscrossing the 
town. 

Highlights: 
-Towers of silence 
-Atashkadeh (Fire Temple) 
-Amir chekhmag complex 
-Doulat Abad Garden 
-Jame mosque... 

Ateshkade (Fire Temple) 

This small Zoroastrian temple attracts followers from around 
the world. The sacred flame behind a glass case visible 
from the small museum inside has apparently been burning 
since about 470 AD, and was transferred from its original 
site in 1940. 

Amir Chakhmagh (Governor of Yazd) 

This well preserved 14th century mosque was built on the 
site of a 12th century building. Also designed by the wife of 
Amir chakmagh, this small set of buildings contains a small, 
decaying bazaar and the crumbling Masjed-e Tekieh 
(Tekieh mosque). 



 

Doulat Abad Garden 

This mildly interesting residence of the former ruler, Karim Khan Zand, was built in about 1 
750. It is renowned for having the highest Badgir in the old city, standing more than 33m high. 
The stained glass windows are also a delight. 

 

Jame Mosque  

This mosque dominates the old city, with its remarkably high, 
tiled entrance portal, flanked with magnificent minarets and 
adorned with an inscription from the 15th century. The 
beautiful mosaics on the dome and on the Mehrab are also 
superb. The interior of the mosque is cleverly ventilated and 
well lit. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Zanjan Province 

Capital: Zanjan 
Area: 25,495 Km2 
 

Soltanieh 

This once great Mongol city (meaning town of the Sultans), 
burnt in the early 14th Century, is now no more than a large 
village with only one important building of the period remaining 
intact, but this alone warrants a visit Gonbad-e Soltaniye.  

The building for which Soltaniye is deservedly famous is the great mausoleum of the Mongol 
Soltan Oljeitu Khodabandeh, with one of the largest domes in the word up there with the Blue 
Mosque in Istanbul and St Pauls in London. The mausoleum was originally built as the final 
resting place of Ali the son - in-law of the Prophet Mohammad, but this never eventuated. 
 
 
 

 

Kermanshah Province 

Capital: Kermanshah 
Area: 23,667 km2 
 

Kermanshah province (previously known as Bakhtaran) has some of the most interesting and 
famous archaeological sites in this part of Iran, dating from before recorded history through 
the Achaemenian (559-330 BC), Parthian (190 BC-224 AD) and Sassanian (224-637) 
dynasties to the Arab period (637-1050). The climate is pleasant for most of the year, the 
largely mountainous scenery is stunning and the soil is fertile. 

Kermanshah 

An important station on the ancient trading route to Baghdad, 
Kermanshah is by far the largest and busiest city in this part of 
Iran while there is little to see in the city itself, Kermanshah is 
the perfect place to base yourself while exploring the mid-
western region of the country. At an altitude of 1322m, the city 
has a beautiful setting, framed by prominently snow-clad 
mountains. 

History 

First built on a site a few kilometers from the present town, 
Kermanshah probably dates from the 4th century AD. Its 
vulnerable position has always rendered it liable to incursions it 
was captured by the Arabs in 649, invaded by the Seljuqs in the 
11th century and then sacked by the Mongols in the early 13th 
century. After several centuries of relative peace and prosperity, 
Kermanshah's strategic position on the road to Baghdad 
attracted very heavy Iraqi 
missile and bomb attacks during the Iran-Iraq war and the 
rubble is still plain to see. 



Bisotun  

Overlooking the main road to Hamadan and a few kilometers 
east of Bisotun village, are famous bas-reliefs carved out of a 
dramatic mountain include with religious significance in pre-
Islamic times the fact that the rock was also on the ancient 
royal road between Iran and Iraq made it an ideal location for 
these tablets.  

Tag-e-Bostan or Parthian bas-reliefs  

Opposite a bridge and a pretty pool are two heavily eroded 
Parthian bas-reliefs. The one on the left shows King 
Mithradites standing before four supplicants. The one on the 
right depicts several scenes relating to Gotarzes II one of him 
on horseback spearing an enemy, another of him at his 
investiture, and a third is a religious ritual. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gilan Province 
Capital: Rasht 
Area: 14,711 km2 
 

Gilan province is located in the north of Iran, stretching 
between the Alborz and Talesh Mountain Ranges. According 
to the latest divisions of the country in the year 1996, the 
townships of the province are: Astara, Astaneh Ashrafieh, 
Bandar Anzali, Rasht, Roodbar, Roodsar, Somiehsara, 
Fooman, Lahijan, Langerood, Talesh and Shaft. Rasht is the 
provincial capital. Gilan province, shares borders with the 
provinces of Ardabil on the west, Mazandaran on the east, 
Zanjan to the south and the Caspian Sea and the Republic of 
Azarbayjan to the north. 

Position  

In the year 1996, this province had a population of approximately 2.2 million, of which 46.8% 
were registered as urban dwellers and 53.2% as rural 
dwellers. Stretching from the east to west are the 
mountainous regions of Talesh, Masooleh, Poshtkooh as well 
as the Alborz Mountain Ranges, which itself is composed of 
western,central and eastern parts. The western Alborz 
surrounds the province like a wall, and its highest peak is 
called 'Fak' or 'Dolfak' meaning an eagle's nest. The plains of 
the province extend between the mountainous areas and the 
sea, reaching an altitude of 100 m. above sea level. These 
are divided into three main parts named as, Talesh, eastern 
and western Gilan. 

 
Climate 



Gilan enjoys a climate known as 'moderate Caspian'. The same has emerged from the 
influence of currents of both the Alborz Mountains and the Caspian Sea. The Talesh 
Mountains are in a north to south direction, and the Alborz mountains in an east to west 
direction. These serve as a barrier against the humid north-west Caspian winds and withhold 
the penetration of wind bearing vapors towards Iran's mainland, causing heavy rainfall in the 
northern provinces of Iran. However, freezing temperatures are seldom reported in the 
coastal areas. The amount of rainfall in Gilan, depends on the winds bearing vapor that blow 
from the north west in winter, from the east in spring and from the west in summer and 
autumn. 

These winds carry the vapor and humidity towards the plains causing heavy and prolonged 
rainfalls. In the year 1996, the average rainfall in Rasht was reported as 1015.4 mm. with 156 
rainy and 20 frosty days. The average minimum and maximum temperatures were reported 
as 11 C and 20.9 C respectively.  

History and Culture 

The history of Gilan is not very clear till the 6th century BC. or 
till the time that the Greek historians clarified some sections of 
Iranian history. But archaeological excavations show that the 
antiquity of the territory in the southern parts of the Caspian 
Sea dates back to the time prior to the last Ice Age, estimated 
around 50-150 millennium BC. Some historians believe that 
human civilization has emerged from the southern coasts of 
the Caspian Sea, extending westwards especially towards 
Mesopotamia. 

Historical records of the Gilan civilization dates to several 
millenniums BC. During this period, the 'Kasis' or the resident 
tribes of this region migrated to other areas for attaining better lands. Meanwhile, some 
groups of migrant tribes including Aryans migrated to this region due to climatic changes and 
the increase of frigidity in their territory. Due to the mingling of migrant tribes with the 
indigenous residents of the region, several new clans were formed, of which, the two tribes of 
'Gill and 'Daylam' formed a majority. In the 6th century BC, the inhabitants of Gilan allied with 
Koorush (Cyrus) the Achaemenian and overthrew the Medes. 

On the defeat of the Achaemenian Dynasty by Alexander the Macedonian, Iran came under 
their control. Thereafter, the Seleucidians took over the power. At that time, the local 
governors ruled independently. In the Sassanide era, Gilan lost its independence to some 
extent and Ardeshir Babakan overcame the local governors. During the Abbasid Caliphate, 
the Alavian (Shi'ites) who lived in the mountainous areas of Daylam, tried to severe the 
control of the Abbasid Caliphs from Iran. Consequently, the two united. Around the year 290 
AH, the people of Gilan accepted the Shi'ite religion and tried to expand it. In this period some 
dynasties having Gilani and Daylami origins appeared on the historical scene in Iran. 

One of the most dynasties as such was the 'Al Bouyeh', who even attacked Baqdad, the 
capital of the Abbasid Calipahte, and defeated the Abbasid Caliph. In the 7th century AH., the 
Mongols tried to conquer Gilan. But due to geographical conditions and lack of accessibility, 
they failed to get there till the early 8th century AH. Finally, Soltan Mohammad Khodabaneh 
or 'Oljaito' temporarily conquered this territory.   

The Gilacks also played an important role in the Constitutional Revolution in Iran. They 
conquered Tehran after two days of the attack of Mohammad Ali Shah in 1908 AD. Moreover 
their contribution to the movement of ' Mirza Koochak Khan Jangali'or the 'Jungle Movement'   
accounts as a glorious event in the history of this region. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Khorasan Province 

Capital: Mashhad  
Area: 313,335 km2 
 

Mashhad 

Mashhad literally means the Place of Martyrdom (or the Place 
of Burial of a Martyr). The city is extremely sacred to Shiites 
as the place where the eighth grandson of the Prophet 
Mohammed, Imam Reza, died in 817. The story spread that 
Imam Reza had been poisoned, so his tomb became a major 
Shiite pilgrimage site. 

Tous 

Sacked in 1389 and abandoned in the 15th century, Tous 
(also now known as Ferdowsi) was die regional capital before 
Mesilla Paris of the walls of (lie citadel of the great city remain, 
but the present-day village is best known to most Iranian as 
the home town of the epic poet Ferdowsi, whose mausoIeum 
lies over what is believed to be his exact place of death. It's a 
lovely place, and an easy trip from Mashhad. 

Ferdowsi's Tomb Set in its own park and dominating the 
Village of Tous, the pale stone mausoleum of Ferdowsi was 
built in 1933 in preparation for the celebration of the 1000th 
anniversary of the poet's death a year later. 

Neishabour 

Neishabour (also known in English as Neishapour) is the 
earliest known capital of Khorasan, Originally established during the Seljuq period (1051-
1220), and at one time a thriving literary, artistic and academic centre, Neishabour is now 
more famous as the home town of the poet Hakim Omar Khayyam. Apart from the tomb of 
Hakim Omar Khayyam, Neishabour also has other monuments of famous men (including the 
13th century mystic poet Farid-od-Din Attar and the 20th century poet Kamal-ol-Molk). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


